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In the event of the Association being wound
up  where should any funds go?

Suggestions overwhelmingly included RN or service charities. The British
Legion, RNLI, SSAFA, Sea Cadets, Tamworth RNA, HMS Cavalier
Restoration, and ASDIC were also mentioned.

Another suggestion was to return any funds to members.  Association funds
after 2 newsletters might amount to approximately £500 and although that
sounds a lot of cash we have currently just over 60 paid up members so
would only amount to around £8 per member.

One cheeky suggestion was to make the last reunion free! The problem with
this is £500 would only pay for 2 or 3 members and how would we know it
was the last reunion?

In This Issue

Questionnaire Results
Planned Tamworth Weekend 2020
Planned Chester Reunion 2020
Funny side of COVID
Royal Navy - Then & Now
History Books

Honorary Member’s Newsletters
Association Website
Finance Report
Slops
PayPal account
Poppy Selling Reminder

Questionnaire  Results
We sent out 72 Questionnaires with the last newsletter (including
to Honorary members) and got back 42 a return of 57%.  The
other 43% obviously could not be bothered are not at all
interested.  So thank you to those who did send back a return

Here are the findings:

The cover picture is from a photo taken by the Doc -  Dick Couch,  probably
off South Africa in 1968 as he approached from the air. What looks to be a
Type 12 is towards the horizon.

This is a shorter version of the newsletter - partly due to COVID19 and also
lack of input! Thankfully we have not had any reports of member casualties
from the bug.

Many Thanks to Pat Hobbs for researching the 1968 Royal Navy strength
using Brian Hobbs library of Jane’s Fighting ships. General Conclusions

The main reasons for NOT attending reunions included difficulties with
travelling and expense. We have recorded as a NO several that were unsure
due to personal or family reasons.

There appears to be enough support for both Main Reunions and Tamworth
Weekends to continue for the present.

Have you ever attended Main Reunions?
36 said YES   6 said NO

Are you likely to attend Future Main Reunions?
29 said YES   13 said NO

Are you likely to attend future Tamworth weekends?
24 said YES   18 said NO

Comments about the Association
With one exception most of the additional comments were generally
constructive and supportive.

Roger Rivett
doing the business

at the 2011 Lincoln Reunion
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The club closed its doors on March 24th. due to Covid 19. At that time we
had no idea how long the lockdown would last, unfortunatley Covid claimed
the "Tamworth Weekend "very sad as the take up this year was very good in
fact it would have been the best supported weekend Tamworth have hosted.

The lock-down has given us chance to decorate and deep clean the club for
our re-opening on July 8th as the pictures show. Tamworth RNA Members
tell me how much they missed the annual get together and are waiting to
welcome the " Caprice 68 " shipmates back to Tamworth on 4 - 6 June 2021
for some more sea stories, lamp swinging, dripping butties and a bit of 60's
dancing on the Saturday evening. We at Tamworth are looking forward to the
" Tamworth Weekend 2021 "

Please stay safe             Bob (fwd. Sailors mess bit of skin)

Re-opening
The Club re-opened on a limited trial
basis in July following COVID
guidelines. Bob Mason reports that
the attendance is encouraging but
numbers are slightly down.

Planned 2020 Tamworth Weekend

Scheduled for June 5-6th this unfortunately
had to be cancelled because of the dreaded
bug. Here is a report from Bob Mason.
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As any armed forces veteran knows, no matter how dire the situation some
wag will always come up with a joke.  Here is a selection on the dreaded
Covid Bug.

The Funny  Side of COVIDPlanned Chester Reunion 2020 - CANCELLED

Statement from Gordon Duffy

2020 and 2021 Reunions
Good news and bad news. I have cancelled the 2020 reunion at Chester planned
for September this year, I apologise to those of you who have paid a deposit
and were looking forward to meeting your shipmates and friends. There are a
number of reasons for this principally the uncertainty of there being enough
relaxation of the social distancing rules by the end of September for the event
to be viable. After all a reunion is meant to be a pleasant sociable experience
obviously you cannot be sociable remaining 1metre apart at all times. I took
the view that visiting Chester (or anywhere else) was not going to be the
pleasant experience it should have been and was not worth the effort of
travelling to get there. Very few members had booked so clearly many of you
were reticent to commit for much the same reasons.

The good news is that Isle of Wight (IOW) tours have managed
to negotiate much the same terms with the hotel for us next
year and also at the end of September, the new dates being Friday
and Saturday 24th and 25th September 2021. Further the bookings
for this year will be carried forward to next year including any
extra days and the type of room requested.

Amendments to the bookings including return of deposits if you wish to cancel
will be possible shortly. I say shortly because IOW tours office is still closed
although some staff are working from home and others are furloughed and
consequently there is some disruption within the organisation. The office
will reopen soon and business as usual will be the order of the day and those
who have booked will be contacted by IOW tours directly.

Meanwhile any queries should be raised with myself by phone on
07841104374 or e mail capriciousd01@btinternet.com.

I look forward to meeting you all again eventually!

Gordon Duffy.
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In addition there are:

13 Mine Sweepers

24 Fast patrol boats

4 survey ships

1 Icebreaker

174 Aircraft (mainly helicopters)

13 RFAs

Shore bases/Dockyards - 4

Manpower is just over 30,000

Royal Navy - then and now

World War 2
At the beginning of the war the Royal Navy was the strongest navy in the
world, with the largest number of ships.

15 battleships and battlecruisers
7 aircraft carriers

66 cruisers
164 destroyers
66 submarines.

The total of major ships was  in excess of 300

4 Aircraft Carriers

3 Cruisers

2 Commando Carriers

92 Destroyers & Frigates

1 Destroyer Depot Ship

44 Submarines

3 Submarine Depot Ships

99 Mine Sweepers

1 Minesweeper Support Ship

2 Helicopter Support Ships

1 Heavy Repair Ship

6 Maintenance Ships

1 Ice Patrol Ship

3 Tank Landing Ships

4 Survey Ships

7 Fast Patrol Boats

This major fleet was supported
by over 400 minor & auxiliary
vessels (including RFAs) with
many Shore bases.

Manpower was 100,000

Manpower reached 939,000 at its peak. That’s an awful lot of cap tallies –
although all would have had just HMS ribbons. Numerous Shore Bases and
dockyards were scattered across the globe in Empire & Commonwealth
countries.

After the war many ships were put in reserve.  The C class destroyers were
relatively modern design and many were re-commissioned in the 1960s,
Caprice being one of them.

The only ships preserved today from the war are HMS Belfast in London,
HMS Cavalier in Chatham and HMSm Alliance at the Royal Navy
Submarine Museum, Gosport. From earlier era HMS Caroline (from battle
of Jutland) has been restored in Belfast. HMS Warrior and HMS Victory
(technically still in commission!) can be seen in Portsmouth Dockyard.

2020
Today the Royal Navy is a shadow of its former self with just 78 ships in
commission and of those only 34 can be considered to be major warships.
Successive Governments have continually slashed the Armed Forces to the
point where many consider them inadequate to counter the increasing threats
from China & Russia.

In 1968

6 Destroyers

2 Aircraft Carriers

2 Commando Ships

13 Frigates

4 Missile Submarines

7 Attack Submarines
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Finance Report
Funds - We currently have £1,150 in the bank.  From that we have to fund
this and the next newsletter

Rum - 3 full bottles (worth around  £96 UK and equates to around 36 tots).
Thanks to all those members who have generously donated rum in the past
but with the current reunion arrangements we do not need any more at this
stage.

Thanks to all our members who pay subs by standing order – it saves us
no end of time and hassle!

Assets - Apart from rum, the value of postage stamps  totals  £145.

Association Website

Poppy Selling Reminder
Why not consider selling poppies for the Royal
British Legion?

If you can spare a few hours in October/
November just contact your local British Legion
branch.

It’s quite a rewarding experience and you will
meet lots of interesting people!

Slops
The Association no longer has any slops items for sale but still has a few 50th
Anniversary badges - if anyone would like one just send us £2 for P & P.

The Association has a PayPal account which  is a
simple way of transferring payments into our bank
account, especially if you are an overseas member.

Just use   pay@hmscaprice1968.org.uk

History Books
The second issue of the Caprice History book has now all
been sold.  It is hoped that a third issue will be reprinted
soon. Work is also underway on a book about the black
gang in destroyers entitled Watch Below. If anyone has
any recollections or other info you might like to be included
please contact Graham Latter.

Honorary Member’s Newsletters
When members cross the bar the Association has always made
member’s wives or next of kin Honorary Members and sent
out newsletters without requiring any annual subscription
(although some do continue to contribute subs).

We are asking that you let us know if you want these to
continue. Please understand that WE ARE NOT ASKING FOR
ANY PAYMENT  but want to ensure they are not just treated
as junk mail, or maybe are an unwelcome reminder of a loved
one.

www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to
date and you can view
newsletters online. It has had
over 26,500 hits to date and has
attracted many new members.

There is also a good picture
archive of the Caprice from
1942 to 1979, and up to date
Association & Reunion News.
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on  HMS
Caprice at any time during her memorable World Cruise in 1968.   An

annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Membership Secretary John Bishop
43 Woolwich Close, Bursledon, Southampton SO31 8GE

jb@hmscaprice1968.org.uk  Tel 02380 403  921

Website/Newsletter & Records  Graham Latter
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, East Yorkshire HU14 3PW

 gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk Tel 01482 632  276

Reunion Organisor - Gordon Duffy
Next Main Reunion is at Chester on Sept 24 & 25 Sept 2021

Tamworth RNA  - Bob Mason & Alan Payne
Next  Tamworth Weekend - 4-6 June 2021

Absent  shipmates who  have  crossed  the  bar...
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn   RO2(T) Dave Windsor     ME1 Bob Harris  L.Sea Mick
Walsh      AB Dougie Richardson   LCEM Danny Smith   L/Sea Brian Watson

Surg. Lt Richard Couch   Lt. Peter Fowler   RO2(G) Greg Farmer
RO2(G) Dave Jennings  POEL Syd Pawley LREM Chris Davis  AB(G) Dennis
Friedl  POSA(V) Brian Hobbs    POME Harry Winterbottom    Cdr Tim Bevan

AB David Cummings

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow   RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter   CEA Don Farrow
CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters  ME1  Don Swain   Lt. Peter Higgs

AB Michael Nightingale   POME Bill Burgess
Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them
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